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worked together with Senators UDALL, 
VITTER, and INHOFE to restore the abil-
ity of States to protect their citizens 
while EPA is assessing chemicals by 
substantially shrinking the interim pe-
riod of time where preemption occurs 
and by creating a straightforward 
waiver process. 

Mr. BOOKER. The provision requires 
EPA to allow States to regulate haz-
ardous chemicals while EPA assesses a 
chemical for safety if the proposed 
state regulation meets three basic cri-
teria: A, consistent with the dormant 
commerce clause of the U.S. Constitu-
tion, compliance with the proposed reg-
ulation will not unduly burden inter-
state commerce in the manufacture, 
processing, distribution in commerce, 
or use of a chemical substance; B, com-
pliance with the proposed regulation 
would not cause a violation of any ap-
plicable Federal law, rule, or order; and 
C, the State or political subdivision of 
a State has a concern about the chem-
ical substance or use of the chemical 
substance based in peer-reviewed 
science. 

Given the importance of this provi-
sion and the role EPA will play in re-
viewing waiver applications, we asked 
EPA for its interpretation. EPA agrees 
that States will be exempted from pre-
emption by meeting three criteria. The 
following are the relevant excerpts 
from EPA’s response: 

Based on the bill reported on June 18, 
2015, S. Rep. 114–67, the following is a 
summary of how EPA understands the 
Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical Safety 
for the 21st Century Act, FRL21, would 
operate with respect to the preemption 
of state law. 

Required waivers under section 
18(f)(2). These would be State requests 
for an exemption from preemption 
under section 18(b). EPA must grant 
this kind of waiver request if the State 
law for which waiver is sought would 
not unduly burden interstate com-
merce; the State law for which waiver 
is sought would not cause a violation 
of Federal law; and the State has a 
concern about the chemical substance 
or use of the chemical substance based 
in peer-reviewed science. 

Mr. MERKLEY. Each of these stand-
ards has a constitutional foundation. 
The first reflects the restraints of the 
dormant commerce clause. The second 
reflects the Constitution’s supremacy 
clause. The third corresponds to the 
scientific factual predicate required to 
meet scrutiny under the due process 
clause, as not ‘‘arbitrary and capri-
cious.’’ 

Restoring the ability for States to 
protect their citizens while EPA as-
sesses the safety of chemicals was one 
of the primary goals of our work to im-
prove this bill and that has been ac-
complished under section 18(f)(2) of S. 
697, as reported by the Environment 
and Public Works Committee. We be-
lieve this does, within the limits im-
posed by the Constitution. 

HONORING CORPORAL ANDREW A. 
AIMESBURY 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I 
have come to the floor to honor the 
service and sacrifice of Army CPL An-
drew Aimesbury, who died last week 
from wounds sustained during squad 
live-fire training at Fort Stewart, GA. 
He was a proud son of New Hampshire, 
and I join with other Granite Staters 
in extending my deep condolences to 
his father, Carl Aimesbury, of 
Somersworth; his mother, Karen 
Kelsey, of Dover; and his sister, Abigail 
Aimesbury, also of Dover. 

Corporal Aimesbury served coura-
geously in Afghanistan and was highly 
respected as a warrior and team leader 
with an elite Ranger unit. His bat-
talion commander praised his ‘‘caring 
nature’’ and called him ‘‘an exceptional 
Ranger leader and an extraordinary 
man.’’ 

It is deeply moving to read a post on 
Facebook by his father, Carl 
Aimesbury. Mr. Aimesbury wrote: 
‘‘Wednesday December 9th the world 
lost the best son, brother, cousin, 
grandson, person that I was so privi-
leged to call my son. He was an Army 
Ranger and so proud to serve his coun-
try. My heart is broken but I am so 
thankful for the time I had with him. I 
love you Andrew.’’ As we honor An-
drew, let us remember that it is not 
only our warriors who serve and sac-
rifice but also their family members 
and loved ones. 

Corporal Aimesbury represented the 
very best in our Nation. After gradua-
tion from Dover High School in Dover, 
NH, he enlisted in the Army and 
trained as an infantryman at Fort 
Benning, GA. He went on to complete 
the Ranger Assessment and Selection 
Program as well as the highly demand-
ing Army Ranger Course and was as-
signed to Company D, 1st Battalion, 
75th Ranger Regiment. 

Soldiers typically flinch from the 
term ‘‘hero.’’ But make no mistake, 
Andrew Aimesbury answered the call of 
duty, served our Nation in time of war, 
and was prepared to—and did—make 
the ultimate sacrifice. If that is not 
heroism, I don’t know what is. 

There is an inscription at Arlington 
National Cemetery that pretty much 
says it all: ‘‘Not for fame or reward, 
nor lured by ambition or goaded by ne-
cessity, but in simple obedience to 
duty.’’ 

I join with people in New Hampshire 
and across the United States in hon-
oring the ‘‘simple obedience to duty’’ 
of this brave fallen soldier, CPL An-
drew Aimesbury. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CHERYL S. 
CROMWELL 

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor Ms. Cheryl S. Cromwell 
who will retire on January 3, 2016, after 
over 42 years of service to our Nation 
and the United States Air Force as a 
civilian airman. 

Ms. Cromwell began her civil service 
career in 1973 as a clerk in the Office of 
Programs and Resources for the U.S. 
Department of the Air Force. In 1974, 
Ms. Cromwell moved to the Air Force 
legislative liaison office under the Sec-
retary of the Air Force where she 
would serve for the rest of her distin-
guished career. She worked in the Air 
Force Senate liaison office in the Rus-
sell Senate Office Building, but spent 
the majority of her time in the Air 
Force congressional inquiry office in 
the Pentagon. 

During her many years in the con-
gressional inquiry division, Ms. Crom-
well provided responses to over 50,000 
inquiries on behalf of constituents and 
formed a strong working relationship 
with many on congressional staffs. It is 
not surprising that staff frequently re-
quested that Cheryl personally work 
their most important and difficult 
cases. 

It is my honor to join many of Ms. 
Cromwell’s co-workers, family, and 
friends in congratulating her on her 
well-deserved retirement after over 42 
years of dedicated Federal service. 
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TRIBUTE TO AIKO LANE 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I would 
like my colleagues to join me in thank-
ing Aiko Lane, a Brookings fellow from 
the Department of Defense, for her 
service to the Senate and to wish her 
well as she returns to the Pentagon. 

Before Aiko joined my office she was 
a policy adviser in the office of the 
Secretary of Defense focusing on coun-
tering weapons of mass destruction. 
She has also served as the Japan coun-
try director where she represented the 
Department of Defense on issues re-
lated to the U.S.-Japan alliance, in-
cluding coordinating the U.S. response 
to Japan’s 2011 devastating Tōhoku 
earthquake and tsunami. 

Prior to her work on Japan, Aiko was 
the Afghanistan country director 
where she was responsible for engaging 
with international partners and allies 
on military support for the U.S. and 
NATO-led efforts in Afghanistan. 

Aiko, who received her under-
graduate degree from Northwestern 
and a master’s degree from Columbia, 
has been an important member of my 
foreign policy team over the last year, 
focusing much of her time and energy 
on my work as ranking member of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Sub-
committee on East Asia, the Pacific 
and International Cybersecurity Pol-
icy. Aiko’s expertise in matters per-
taining to East Asia and the Pacific 
and her solid advice and thoughtful 
analysis of all regional matters have 
been critical to me. Moreover, Aiko’s 
hard work enabled the subcommittee 
to hold five hearings this year on mat-
ters ranging from democratic transi-
tions in Southeast Asia to the North 
Korean nuclear threat. 

There is no question that the United 
States is fortunate to have people like 
Aiko representing Americans both at 
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